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I am writing in opposition to the proposed ... la cane" cable system. being considtond in
Congress, as it doe:l not benefit consumers,

Tho finest quality ofOw· cuawt CHblc system. is its ever In.crcasiDg diversity. Over the past: twenty
years. the number ofcable program lIetwadcs bas grown from: 28 to 339, with tIul array of
programs offered. OlD existing netWorb dramatically increasing annually. With the improved
diversification ofp1.'ogmmming, American CODSUI11ttS havo benefited from CDqJOSUI"o to important
c!laJmels dial support varied voices. such as BET. Telemundo, TV One, ESPN Deportes, C-SPAN
IUld The Looming Cbannel. COllespondmgly. the viewing ofc:abJe ptogunnming bas_y
in<:teased.

The econourics of~le cable industry are based on licensing agteolll.ents betweon cable
programmers and operators. the cost of which are passed onto consumers, and national and local
a4vertiSing. Advertising earnings .... generally based on the number ofvi<Wl!t< a chnnn.l attrllct1.
Ifa channel oppeaIs 10 aspocinliz<d aum...,.. Ulldi< the "010 """,,' sy_ its vieworship will
decline, 8S oeca9ioual viewers today would no lonser SUbsOl1Do. Loss of these viC'ft"C:r;S and thoSCi
whO might watch these channels regularly and not when offered "a Ia carte" will SCVQ'dy reduce
advertising revenue and increase the cost of licensing agreemcn.ts and the costs passed onto
consumers.

Further, if cbwmels do not have adeqWl.te revenue,. the "IWIlity lIIld diversification ofprogramm;og
will dbcn;aso. I'.dilh Mc1:Iale, i'lesiden,of!);S<;OVay·C<>mm"'~·bas ~1!laI

"Discovery's award..winning netw0Ik9 will not exist in an a to cOrte enVironment 9lld corti'lDIltItS

will have lost the ch""",ls they regard 55 the pt..eminent so""," ofhigh qoa!ity, family-friendly
programming." M&Jlly of those channels will be forced out ofbn,iness We will no longer be able
to enjoytbe di~"Q"SCproyam.ming, ofroday.

An impressive and ll'brant cable programming industry hai developed ~tbout the need of
government regulation. Cable offers consumers an incredible entertainment and edllcational
value. Please help ilI5tain this system. Do not support the "a la carte» proposal

Sino«e v yo?,n"~N::-_1
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Former New York City Council Member
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